Tobacco Control Advocacy in Ukraine:
Recent Progress and the Tobacco Industry
Opposition




All of us do advocacy.
AGREE ?
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Tobacco Control Progress,
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Noticed any cigarette advertisement, sponsorship or
promotion in the past 30 days by age group,
GATS Ukraine 2010 and 2017
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Global Youth Tobacco Survey 2005, 2011, 2017
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Window of Opportunity for Tobacco Tax Increase

Three scenarios of tobacco tax increase in 2018
Increased tobacco taxes reduce cigarettes consumption

and raise the State Budget revenue
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means of reducing tobacco

Ukrainian experience:

i in 2008-2016,the average tobacco excise tax was
increased by 20 times, consequently, budget tobacco

tax revue plummeted from UAH 3.5 bln in 2008

to more than UAH 33 bln in 2016,and smoking

prevalence decreased (among people 12+ y.0.)
from 25.6% 10 19.3%



The Law on a 7-year Schedule to Increase Tobacco Taxes
by around 20-30% in 2018-2025, adopted in 2017

2018
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--Tobacco excise revenue, bin UAH
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* Delay & Defeat
tobacco control bills on TPD and display ban at point
of sale (not adopted by the Parliament)

* Weakening
Tobacco control bills, tobacco tax increase
* Overturning

SF, TAPs enforcement

The Policy Dystopia Model: An Interpretive Analysis of Tobacco Industry \’
Political Activity. Selda Ulucanlar, Gary J. Fooks , Anna B. Gilmore https://bit.ly/2)x1xx2
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Tobacco Industry Ties with Llfe

Decision Makers & Front Groups- Advocacy Center
Monitoring Results 2017

The 'lobbyists’ of tobacco companies

©). So what do we know
<= about?
g’ Experts of Transparency International Ukraine
- analyzed ties between the government officials and
iy Mgsor the tobacco companies.

Transparency International Ukraine https://ti-ukraine.org/en/news/tobacco-manufacturers- 11
lobby-the-nasirov-group-interests-in-the-committee-on-taxation-research-by-ti-ukraine/




Tobacco Industry Ties with \ Llfe

Decision Makers & Front Groups - Ad"ocacy EnRer
Monitoring Results 2019
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NGO Anti-corruption Headguoter http://centerlife.client-portal.top/




OVERCOMING CHALLENGES




WEAKENING THE TOBACCO INDUSREY
POWER NETWORKS

Hard-hitting campaign to damage the industry reputation
Promoting transparency

Code of conduct for Government and elected officials
Limiting interactions with the TI

National legislation on FCTC 5.3 and the Guidelines and

Enforcement Mechanism

EFFECTIVE JUSTICE SYSTEM & ANTICORRUPTION
LEGISLATION

14




Lessons Learned i

* Let decision-makers be the messengers

» Build long-term relationships with media,
MPs

»» Challenge & empower policy makers

» Acting from a position of strength

* Simple wording of complex data/messages
® -




Dziekuje Bardzo !

Lilia Olefir

Executive Director

NGO Advocacy Center “Life”
lilia@center-life.org




