
• Sample for culture 

• Systemic / oral antibiotics per local protocol

• Manage local infection with ACTICOAT◊* 
Antimicrobial Barrier Dressings

*Consider the use of DURAFIBER◊ Ag Silver Gelling Fibre Dressing for deep infected wounds 
†Unless iodine contraindicated CSI – Clinical signs of infection, BBWC = Biofi lm based wound care, Schultz. 2017

Symptoms of biofi lm resolved

YES

YES

YES

Follow 2 weeks challenge principles†

Have CSI resolved? NO Refer to 
TVN 

for review

Suspected 
biofi lm

NO

NO

Refer to TVN for review

Is the wound still stalled

Advanced therapies/standard wound care
(i.e. non-antimicrobial dressings) until healing (follow wound care protocol)

• Not obvious / hidden infection

• Stalled chronic wound

• Symptons of biofilm

NOYES

Biofilm based wound care (BBWC)

• Debridement if possible 

• Cleansing

• IODOSORB◊† Range
(2 weeks minimum – may need longer 
than normal infection treatment)

Infection +/or
infl ammation1,2

A pathway to guide appropriate 
treatment for local infection
and biofilm

Is the wound showing
signs of classic (acute) infection?
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Smith+Nephew does not provide medical advice. The information presented is not, and is not intended to serve as, medical advice. For detailed device information, including indications for use, contraindications, precautions and warnings, please consult the product’s Instructions for Use (IFU)
prior to use. It is the responsibility of healthcare professionals to determine and utilise the appropriate products and techniques according to their own clinical judgment for each of their patients.

Reference: 1. Schultz GS, Sibbald RG, Falanga V, et al. Wound bed preparation: a systematic approach to wound 
management. Wound Rep Reg (2003); 11:1-28. 2. Leaper DJ, Schultz G, Carville K, Fletcher J, Swanson T, Drake R. 
Extending the TIME concept: what have we learned in the past 10 years? Int Wound J 2012; 9 (Suppl. 2): 1–19.


